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Salire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all T meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—-Pore. 
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SHORT SPECULATIONS ON A PROBABLE CRISIS. 





[tis already begun to be asked, what will the Cortes of 
Spain do with King Ferdinand, should they succeed in 
driving back the French. If they are men, they have 
already determined what they will do with him, if the French 
prevail at Cadiz. In such a case, to put an end to all hopes 
of the re-establishment of a despotism, under his name, 
to engulph the monarchy ‘‘ with the Cortes in the bay of 
Cadiz,’ thus securing to all a common fate, has been pro- 
claimed as a contemplated event; and the Cortes would be 
indeed to biame if they left their destiny inthe power of 
any mortal being. But what would they do with him, did 
circumstances allow them to return to Madrid—an event 
becoming every day more probable? Trust him they cannot: 
The consequences of the past confidence reposed in him, 


has been the French invasion, as the result of the ineffectual 
 ] 


intrigues made by the traitors tothe constitution. He must re- 
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main then a constant prisoner mm their hands, with all the 
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tates, the war will become personal against themse! tf 


they will notsuffer the world to remain at peace, the world 
mustavenve itselfunon its disturbers and wheuever the fate 
of any of the alliance isin the hands of the liberal party, 
it will be decided, not by the wishes of the individuals ; 
but by the consideration of ihe safety of the cause in which 
they are embarkec 

Do the French then aim at the destruction of Ferdinand. 
To this point their conduct certainly tends. Who could 
have blamed the Cortes, had they proclaimed that Ferdi- 
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nand was the hostage of the good behaviour of the 
that any act of hostility committed against Spain to res- 
tore a tyranny she had disowned, would be to bring down 
a nation’s vengeance upon the head of the intended ty- 
rant elect’ Cantion, humanity, and forbearance in the 
extreme. have markel the proceadines of the Cortes. 
Their exemplary determination to be moderate at all risks, 
has endangered themselves. This they disrorard with a 


noble heroism: but there may be a crisis imagined, in 


which they may be goaded to deterinine whether the liber- 
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ties of the nation should be decidedly maintained. or 
shamefully abandoned ; aud what then must be the decision 
of men so placed as the guardiens of its interests—so !m- 
plicated in lives and fortunes as to the result. 
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To the loyal Master Manufacturers of the loyal Town cf 
Manchester. 
ON A PLEASANT AND PROFITABLE SUBSTITUTION OF 
MICE FOR MEN. 
Gentlemen, 

You have been unseasonably wrath with the Brack 
DwarF, on many occasions, for having encouraged what 
you have been pleased to call the turbulent disposition 
of the laborious artizans in your employment ;—whi 
said turbulence arises out of 2 certain affection of th 
stomach. called hunger, which journeymen have very 
clearly no nght whatever to complain of—it being evi- 
dently their duty to bear every-thing in great patience, 
wnd not to disturb their masters with their sighs, whether 
their reward for labour be two shillings or two-pence far- 
thing per day. Men who are born to labour, ought to be 
able to ive upon labour, and to be contented with labour 
alone !—But there are people who cannot be contented to 
see other people have food when they have none—or to 
see other people have more clothes than a dozen folks can 
carry, While they are not able to obtain any of the articles 
they fabricate. ‘To put an end to such plagues as grumb- 
ling jouraeymen, and discontented poor folks Mr. Malthus 
wrote a very learned work to show that poor folks 
had no right to breed. He does not go directly 
to the remedy, by legally forbidding them to breed; or 
by what would probably be better, absolutely incapacita- 
ting them irom breeding :—but he puts the rich people in 
nund that they have no bus:ness to keep the brats of the 
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poor - and, that though it might sound oddly, they had no 
ciaim to subsistence,—no, not even if they perished for 
want by the road-side. Such docirines have a natural 
tendency to produce the state of things which you found 
so unpleasant in 1817, and 1819. If the rich have no right 
to support the poor, why, an allowance of two-pence 
farthing per day, being all gratuitous, is mighty generous, 
and you might well be surprised that your poor people 
should grumble when they had a little to eat, seeing they 
had no right to any thing, when their labour was worth 
nothing fo you. But Mr. Malthus does not carry his pro- 
positions fairly out. When manufactures and commerce 
are brisk, then he thinks poor people may be endured, be- 
cause their masters have need of them. Here rests the 
mischief. If men are to be had when they are wanted, 
there secms to be a necessity that they should be fed when 
they are not wanted: for should they cie off, in any one of 
those periods, when they are waiting “ until things come 
abou!,”’ how are they tobe had when things have actuaily 
got round to a prosperous state? It would be evidently 
better to do wrthout pocr me» altogether, if any way could 
be found out to carry on manufactures without them. I 
am aware, gentlemen, that machinery efiects a part of this 
object, but vet not sufficiently. Notwithstanding the im- 
mense machinery at Manchester, see what a hive of la- 
bourers vou have to maintain, as you call it, and how 
much better it would be to avoid the desperate experiment 
of killing them off, as some of you were obliged to do in 
1819. Besides, though the blanketeers were-so. very 
quiet, and the massacre went off so well, there is no telling 
whether another experiment of the kind would succeed ; 
and if, during the quietness produced by bellies telerably 
fiincu, and heads toverauy enipty, “+e men could be gra- 
dually dispensed with, a great advantage WoOl1u we 


Obtained. 
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The first thing to be thought of is tosupply their places ; 
and the sagacity of the North, from whence issue the 
works of the Great Unknown, has afforded a hint which I 
think likely to serve you; and which, therefore, in the 
alacrity of my disposition to oblige you, I most cheerfully 
lav before you, with some additional comments, such as 
the consideration may develope. ‘The article is headed :— 


INDUSTRIOUS AND CLEvER Mice! 
To the Editor of the Edinburgh Scar. 

Sik -—Having seena paragreph in your paper some time 
ago, stating that a gentleman in Kirkaldy had_ trained 
two mice, and invented a machinery to enable them to spin 
cotton-yarn, making five pence per day profit, I take the 
liberty of informing you thata Mr. Hatton, of this town, 
has had two mice constantly employed in the making of 
sewing-thread, for upwards of 12 months; and that the 
curious may be entertained witha fair statement of facts, 
L hope you will give a place to the following description, 
which is by no means exaggerated :.as ha\ing often seen 
his mouse thread-mills, l thoroughly understand the amus- 
ing ope ation. 

‘The mouse tread-mill is so constructed, that the common 
mouse is enabled to make atonement to society for past 
offences, by twisting, twining, and reeling, from one hun- 
dred to one hundred and twenty threads per jay, Sunday 
not excepted, of the same lengthand quality of the en- 
closed bank, which i send as a specimen of their work, 
for the inspection of the curious. ‘To complete this task, 
the little pedestrian has to run ten anda half miles. This 
journey it performs with ease every day. An ordi- 
nary mouse weighs only half an ounce. A halfpenny’s 
worth of oatmeal, at fifteen pence per peck, serves one of 
these tread-mill culprits for the long period of five wecks, 
In that time it makes, (one hundred and ten threads per 
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day being the average) three thousand eight hundred aad 
fifty threads of twenty-five inches, which is very near 
nine lengths of the standard reel. A penny is paid here to 
women for every cut made in the ordimary way. At this 
rate amouse earns 9d. every five weeks, which is just one 
farthing per day, or 7s. 6d. per annum. Take 6d. off for 
board ; and allow Is. for machinery, there wiil arise 6s. 
of clear profit from every mouse yearly. The last time 
I was incompany with the mouse employer, he told me 
he was going to make application to the heritors, for an 
old empty house here, the dimensions of which are 100 
feet by 50. and 50 in length; which at a moderate cal- 
culation will hold ten thousand mouse mills, sufficient 
room being left for keepers and some hundreds of spesta- 
tors. Allowing £200 for rent and taskmasters, and £500 
for the interest of 10,0001. to errect machinery, there will 
be a balance of £2,306 per annum. ‘This, sir, you will 
say 1S projecting with a vengeance, but it would scarcely 
be preferable to the old South Sea speculation. 
l remain vour obedient servant, 
A CONSTANT READER, 

Dumferline, July 28, 1823. 

There is a glorious project for all who would rival the 
success of Sir Robert Peel! What would he have given 
had this light broken in upon him, when he was labouring 
to extract a princely fortune out of raw cotton. <A jour- 
neyman mouse, you see, cai live five weeks upon a half- 
penny, and be satesfed, which is the great point. ‘There 
is no fear of such labourers reading the Republican, or 
Cobbet’s Register. They will call no public meetings— 
publish no seditious notices—make no treasonable speech- 
es. It is possible they may not like to he shut up in your 
munufactories, but you have them fast, without applica- 


tion to magistrates to call out the military, when times get 
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You would hear no more of that bue bear ealled 3 ane 
tary reform. Theva ithe House of Commons would 
be the wv i representatives of the working mice, and 
all would go on as smoothly as Vr. Malthus binself 
could desire. Scotland would drive a fine trade in 
oatmeal for tie mice, and would thus be rewarded 
for having made the discovery that mice could be made 
vood operative manufacturers. Pertaps too the idea is 
capable of a still farticr application. Other creatures may 
be pressed into vour service. Cats, .ogs, and every creep- 
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by great men, without any intercourse with the little 
world. How very pleasant it would be for you to sit sip- 
ping your wi: e, while a million or two of mice of all co- 
lours were spinning your fortunes, without even knowing 
what they were about. The ideais so very cheering, that 
I have no doubt you will begin to bait all your traps im- 
mediately to get the mice into training, so as to be ready to 
begin with them when any accident shall disorganize the 
operations ofthe present system of commerce by raising pro- 
visions beyondthe price you like to pay for!abour. You must 
be on the alert : noone can tell but that our friends north of 
the Tweed may have of these little creatures already 
at work in their cellars. ‘The Barnesley and Knaresborough 
manufacturers complain that the Scotch already underselj 
them in the markets :—and no doubt but this is occasioned 
by the mouse undertaking to spin nine pennyworths of 
thread for one half-penny worth of oatmeal. It will be 
necessary to compete wilh this reduction in the price of 
labour by similar measures ;—that is, if English mice 
should be found on the trial as clever as Scoich ones. 
which it may be hoped is the case. 

The first step to be taken will be to get the mice put 
under the especial care of the “ collective wisdom.’ The 
parliamentary “ thunderers’’ must be invoked to take the 
litt'e creatures under their protection against designing 
cats, and wicked owls. Mr. R. Martin should be requested 
to introduce a bill for their especial protection ; and this 
should be done as speedily as possible, lest the present 
race of spinners should out of jealousy attempt to extirmi- 
nate the mice! Itis unlucky that the “ collective wis- 
dom”’ is not sitting; but it can he convoked by a special 
proclamation, and it has often been summoned to discuss 


matters of less moment. 
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| have not expatiated upon the great comfort there will 
be in the association of beings who are but mice in the in- 
teliectual world with the mice of the natural creation 
you, gentlemen, or at least many of you, are but mice 
which the mountain of unnatural commerce has produced ; 
and although your constant nibbling at the comforts of 
others has increased your size, still a naturalist mizht 
easily trace in many the leading propensities of the species. 
But Lneed not particularize. It is cnough for me to have 
lutroduced you to the working mice: and recommeuding 
them te better treatment than the reformers met with at 
vour hands. 


1 remain 
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TO CORRESPO «DENTS. 


The Miller of Drypool with his associates, is beneath our notice, 
Did we meddle with every httle plague of a great man, in every 
village who Is reported to us, we should have leisure for nothing 
else. Surely the inhabitants of Drypool are a match for the miller 
and his men. If thev are not, we do not see what is to be done tor 
them; for our laughing at the miller would not be likely to make him 
more consilerate. On the contrary, it might anger him, and an 
angry miller might forget himself in his passion, and take doulle 
grist. 

The monster at Melton is also ofa class with which we rar ly 
meddle. Siice he is caught, let the law take care of him. In the 
administration of our criminal jurisprudence, except in cases of 
prosecutious for the utterance of torged notes, we have but little to 


complain of. 
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cuted tor his defence of Church and State - but the Dudley Lova 
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{Sts beat John Reeves hoilow: he only shammed to be ass enourh 


to write nonsense to picase ‘is masters: and took care to serve 


himself the best. Of our Dudley /eya! friends, on the contrary, 
it may be truly said—there is no deception in them. They are as 


conspicuous for want of brains, as for the want of better feclings o 
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he heart towards their political opponents. 
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with their opinion of the necessity of protecting the ate- 
resis of the bank ‘and you take if for < ranted, that where 
ihey think an execution necessary, it must be so. Lf wily 
uot take up your time with any inquiry as to the charac- 
fers, and objects of the persons, whom your solicitors are 
compelled to employ, and upon whose testimony they 
make up their minds on the momentous question of life or 
death ; although for any unintentional error, or wilful 
persuasion on this head, you arc in great part answerable : 
because you delegate an authority which you yourselves 
ought not to possess; and which may be most grossly 
abused by the minor parties to which if must be of neeecs- 
sity delegated again. 

The King in Council is the only authorised tribunal to 
determine whether the sentence of the tribunals should, 
or should not be carried into effect. In cases of the exe- 
cutions for the utterance of for@ed sotes, an idea obtains 
very generally, that the legal discretionary power of the 
King in Couneil is exercised by the Bank : that whom tuey 
will, they save ; that whom they will, must expiate the 
offence at the scaffold. If this power were honestiv ex- 
ercised by the Bank Directors ; did they in Cotneiil care- 
fully consider all the bearings of every individual case : 
did they examine the character of the parties, and endea- 
vour to mete out to all impartial justice,it wouid be most ob- 
jJectionable that such power should be lodged in their hands 
because they are the prosceutors: and the office of judge 
and accuser, ought aever to be unlied in the same parties. 
There cannot be that honest impartiality which should 
determine alwvays, without passion, and without personal 
feeling. ‘The very duties, the duties to which the Bank 
Directors are sworn, operate strongly against their fitness 
for the office of seleetine the victims to the security of 
Bank. 


the Their devotion to tts interests renders them 
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biassed in its favour ; and they ought not to be trusted 
with the decisions. 

If then, it would be objectionable for them to hold 
such powers in the most impartial administration of them, 
how much mor? so is it, that they should exercise them 
through the medium of more interested, and still less qua- 
lified individuals—that their solicitors should have the 
office of reporting upon the selection of the victims, from 
the crude and often perverted information which they re- 
ceive. A word from the vilest wretch in existence may 
decide the opinion of the solicitor. A total and artful misre- 
presentation may take possession of his mind :—he may 
convey to his masters the wrong impressions he has re- 
celved ; and In reality the ; ower supposed to be vested in 
the bosoms of the Bank Directors may be directed by some 
suborned witness—some wretch who should himself ex- 
piate his offences on the scaffold to which he is consigning 
others. 

Though I cannoi say bow far the execution of the boy 
Miles may be an illustration of this point. lam _ satisfied 
from his age alone, that it must be so in part. | repvat 
that at such an age, life ougiit not io be sacrificed unless 
for the commission of an offence bearing marks of moral 
turpitude, sufficiently strong to warn the passions by 
rousing the reason. I repeat that at the ave of seventcen, 
the passing of a forged note may be classed by careless 
habit with the most ordinary species of fraud. It is an act 
of mere deception, unaccompanied in general by any de- 
gree of artifice. ‘he temptation is great; the opportunity 
at hand; and the motive suiliciently strong to prevail upon 
the thoughtlessress of youth. ‘io confound the crime of 
forgery, wiih the utterance of a forged instrument, is to 
break down all distinction of offence ; and to remove the 


Jandmarks which separate desperate guilt from uurefiec- 
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ing crime. Inthe criminal records of the preceding few 


ie eee 


days, there are two strong condemnatory instances of the 
horrible cxeention of tie boy Miles:—so strong, indeed, f 
that I cannot avo.d quoting them as useful beacons for 
your future warning, when the life of a fellow-creature | 
shall be suspended upon your breath. 

At the late Suffolk Assizes, J. Cobbing, aged eighteen was charged 
with a rape upon Maria Fuller, a little girl under ten years, at 


Mildenhall. The little girl proved that on Sunday the 27th of April 
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last, she was returning howe from Ciuurch in the afternoon, in com- } 
pany with Ler sister, about a year and half older than herselt, when i 
they were invtuear ilurst Wood by the prisoner, who gave two : 
bird’s eggs to each of them, and then proceeded to take hold of 

' a ee ee e ' hich the el P 4 
the younger girl, aad threw her down, upon which the elder ran 
away. The child, in the most interesting and artless manner, re- 
lated sufficient to prove that the villainous act had been tully per- q 
petrated, and that she resisted to the utmost of her power. The q 
Jury returned a verdict of Guilty, but recommeded the prisoner to | 

I i 
mercy, On eccount of hs v uth, to which Wiis Lordship sald he } 


should certaluly pay attention, and sentence of Death was only 
recorded against hin. J 


re 


Now, geatlemen, mark the case well. There is a 


person, one year o/-7er than your late victim, clearly con- 
victed of a morai oilence of the greatest tu ‘pitude, and i 
accompanied by ail the aggravation of the cousequences } 
to another being, as well as thie common injury to society ; 
but the jury, thinking that life ought not to be forfeited } 
while its value remains unknown, recommend the culprit 
to mercy, ‘on account of his youth; and the judge 
promptly declares thai attention will be paid to their 


Re En ie - 


wish, and his life spared. Remember, here, gentlemen, 


Directors of the Bank of England, that the gury recom- 


pre er 


mended Miles to mercy on account of hrs youth, ou the 
very same account, and under circumstances more potent 7 


‘n his favour, because |e was s?!l younger. But the Jury 
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did not pause hére, in the case of Miles. ‘They went 
much farther. ‘They not only recommended him to merey 
on account of his youth, but they went on to add that the 


offence was one for which, in their opinion, no man ought 


io suffer death. ‘The judge, instead of telling 


them their 
prayer should be attended to, refused to hear their protest 


: ie ' . . , 
said nothing on the cther topics, 


—— 


against the law, an 
Some person or other had determined that he onght to 
be made an example of; and what is called the law took 
iis course against Miles; while it is suspended in behalf of 
one Who isa culprit of a tenfold darker hue. Do you 


¥\° 


imagine, geutlemen Directors, that you will be able to 
reconcile such matters at the tribunal before which you 
and your victims will meet upon equal terms! If you do, 
you will be most miserably mistaken. 

I go on to ancther instance of the lenity of the law, in 
cases of much greater turpitude than those in which 
vour interests are protected by a most horrible waste of 
life. A man, named Mezd, residing at Burmiston, near 
Scarborough, is prosecuted for perjury, for the false accu- 
sation of ancther named Law, «as having been concerned 
in some smuggling transactions. Mead is convicted of the 
perjury: butis baled, and returus home. Other persons 
accused. of perjury on the same grounds are saved from 
conviction, by a manoeuvre of the Solicitor-General. They 
return home: and, of course, a great clamour is exelied 
against them as perjure’ informers. ‘The unlucky idea 
that such charecters should be dealt leniently with, to 
protect the revenue, did not avail them with the nn 
They were assaulted by the men whom they had attempted 
to ruin; and certainly deserved the treatment if t had 
been legally inflicted. Law and three comrades, havine 
been at Scarborough, were returning late at night, or 


sarly ia the morning, and passed Mead’s house. Theos 
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bevall tO sine2’ a sone’ comp sed io commemorate his con- 


: 


} 


vietion for perjury; and Mead tirea a pistol out of his 
window, by Wlich Law was shot, and died of his wound. 
The only means of reduemg this offence to any thing 
short of murder, was to shew that SMead’s house was 
attacked, and his personel safety endangered. The only 
thing brousht forward to give this a semblance of probabi- 
lity, Was toaat a crasii of glass lad been heard, before the 
report of the pistol; and this, it was inferred, had been 
ocfore Mead fired. But, 
i Opposition to this, if was deposed that the glass and 


D wwe . le Ture ; * al va a4 wre wera e« « u . 
lead WoL MELONS IA CULWatds, ana ot LuWaras ; and it niaht 
| . \ ' ¢ , ‘* ‘ ! P =? i .-. FY ‘ f % > . . 
have been remarsed, that the crash of the glass, and the 
firine of the pistol were so nearly simultaneous, that the 
, 


weil have been a reply to the other. The 


one could no 
jury find a verdict of m1 inughter! Ido not blame them 
for this. If thev, or any one cf them, could entertain a 
doubt, that a man ought to lose his life for the de- 


thar 


struction of another, under these circumstances—they were 
inthe right to imterpose between the offender and his 
fate. ‘Phe law savs,that twelve men shall agree, or no 
verdict of guilty can be found. The Judge indicates his 
own opinion pretty clearly by a sentence of two year’s 
imprisonment for tae menslaughier—a heavier sentence, 
than I remember to have ever read ef ior the offence ; but 
still how much lighter than the sentence upon the boy, 
‘Miles, for the offence of offering a piece of paper, only 
purport’ng to be what it was not! A less offence, with 
a heavier puulshment could not be imagined in the one in- 
stance. Great.rerimes and hehter visitations can haraly 


be conceived thanin tne other. ‘The offender who merited 


death for the rape will probably he transported for life , 


and sent to a country where England may be remembered 


only to its disadvantage. The other has not quate half as 


Jatin 
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much imprisonment as Mr. Swann is sentenced to bear 
for selling a pamphlet, and attending a legal meeting to 
petition for reform! Do you, gentlemen Directors, ever 
contrast these matters ; and does it never occur to you 
that punishments so uncqual, and so capricious, have a 
far greater tendency to bring the law into disrepute than 
to protect the interests of society. 


MiSAPPLICATION OF NAMES AND EPITHETS. 











“To heap the shrine of luxury and pride 
With incense kindled atthe Muse’s flame.” 


Mr. Editer, 

Some volumes have recently been published, un- 
der the title of “ Percy Anecdotes ;’’ each volume oa a 
particular subject, and, to cach is prefixed an engraving 
from the portrait of some per-on of the present age, sup- 
posed to illustrate the subject treated of. For example, 
the first part treats of humanity, and the illustrative por- 
trait is W. Wilberforce, Esq. M.P.inpeep!!! I will not 
quarrel with the second, Lord Erskine and eloquence ; 
nor the third and fourth; and Mungo. Park’s head de- 
serves to be placed before anecdotes of enterprise ; but 
when Sir S. Smith is made the greatest instance of capte- 
vity in the present age, I think Joseph Swann, and some 
other radicals may smile. For the patronage of science, 
Sir Joseph Banks may stand, but not for science itself. 
Heroism and the Marquis of Anglesea, | am incompetent 
to judge of; but the Lord Chancellor Eldon to illustrate 
Justice is certainly correct. 

Once (says an author, where | need not say,) 
Two travellers found an oyster in their way, 


Both fierce, both hungry, the dispute grew strong, 


While, scale in hand, Dame Justice pass’d along ; 
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Before her each, with clamour, pleads the laws, 
Explained the matter, and would win the cause ; 
Dame Justice, weighing long the doubtful right, 
Takes, opens, swallows it before their sight ; 
The cause of strife remov'd so rarely well, 
“ There take,” says Justice, “take ye each a shell. 
“ We thrive at Westminster on folks like you, 
“Twas a fat oyster.—Live in peace.—Adieu !” 
Pore from Boiteav. 

Sir Walter Scott may have imagination; so has a green 
sickness girl. Fidelity and the Marquis of Hastings may 
go together; but the value of fidelity depends upon the 
cause in which it is exerted. Honor and the Duke of 
York—lIs there not a proverb, that you may go further 
and fare worse? Integrity and Lord Liverpool. I have 
done, Mr. Editor, J can smile no more. IJ will go no fur- 
ther, therefore I can fare no worse. 


X. 1. X. 














Usetters of the Black Dwarf. 


From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 


HALTING PROGRESS OF THE FRENCH IN S8PAIN--WITH 
VARIOUS COMMENTARIES ON VARIOUS WORTHIES.— 
PRINCE HILT ENVELOPED IN SMOKE, AND MR. CAN- 
NING ON THE TRUCKLE BED. 

Respected Friend, 
‘Thy curiosity with regard to the affairs of Spain 





does the greatest credit to thy feelings. Every body must 
be interested in the fate of a gallant people who are con- 
tending for the right of exercising their own opinions 
in matters of government. They may be in the wrong, 
or inthe right, as to the mode in which they chuse to ex- 
ercise their inclinations ; but the point to contend for is, 
that itis their privilege, as freemen, to chuse for them: 
No. 6, Vol, NI. 
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selves what their form of government shall be. France 
says this shall not be—that Louis and hismyrmidons know 
better what is right and proper with regard to Spain, than 
Spain herself can know !—and that the latter country 
Shall only look through what political spectacles the for- 
mer may think proper to put upon her nose. The folly 
of such an endeavour is lost in its paramount wickedness : 
for if one country is to judge what institutions ought to 
exist in another, and proceed to establish them by force, 
there can never be a pretence wanting for the friends of 
murder and desolation to proceed w.th their unhallowed 
torch, to light upa general conflagration. The French 
mightas justly quarrel with the Spaniards for their com- 
plexions, as for their political imstitutions. The lone - 
haired negro might as well proclaim the curly pate of the 
woolly headed African a damnable heresy, as the Bour- 
bons of France demand that the principles of Spanish 
policy should be assimilated to the inclinations of the 
French Ultras. The present contest has been compared 
to the war of England against ber American colonies ; 
but, bad as the att-mpt was to coerce the latter into sub- 
mission to the tyrannical enactments of the parent state. 
there was more of pretence to authorize the interfereuve. 
The colonies were deemed froward children: and an er- 
roneous, but a common feeling of the tmprescriptible 
force of parental authority, reconciled many to the just- 
ness who lamented the policy of the war. But Spain ts 
nota colony of France; there exists no pretence for any 
imterference, but the wicked one that the French despot 
wishes the Spanish despotism to be restored, lest France 
should again become enamoured of liberty, and all the 
projects of the Holy Alliance, for holding the world in 
leading-strings, should be destroyed. { will not, however, 
waste more time in denouncing the wickedness of this 


villainous endeavour to keep the monarchial rrinciple 
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yiluat upon the blood of its vietims :—but proceed to tell 
thee what direction the current of affairs has takeu. 

After exhausting artifice in intrigue, and bribing some 
half dozen of the Spanish leaders—after spreading an ar- 
my of 100,000 men in the interior of Spat, the French 
have been checked most importantly, before a fortress in 
Gallicia, which they hoped to have carried without hesita- 
tion; and it now becomes probable that Spain will a- 
chieve berdeliveranee andaccomplish her freedom, without 
having to wait so long for the day of her political salva- 
tion, as from tie past gloom, seemed to be augured. I 
always imagined there was a glimpse of light in the dis- 
tant perspective; but [I confess I did not venture to 
console myself with the idea that the fixed star of a 
steady hope was about to rise so soon. There wanted 
some brilliant atiair—some decided check to Bourbon pre- 
sumption—some display of Spanish energy, to cheer Eu- 
rope, and to rouse the population of the Peninsula. ‘The 
defence of Corunna has suppheu this desideratun. The 
French were bearing all before them in the open field, 
and beaten highways. The treason of Morillo had given 
thema free passage through the difficult roads that lead 
into Gallicia ; and the fall of Corunna was deemed a matter 
of course. [ts giorious defence, more glorious in the defeat of 
Bourbon vanity than in the mere salvation of the town. lias 
called into new activity every moral and physical exergy 
against the invaders. The Guerillas have become more ex- 
tended and more daring. ‘The Empecinado has begun to 
cmulate the activity as well as the daring of Mina; and 
though another traitor, General Villa Campa, has deserted 

to theFrench, be has deserted alone. ‘The Spanish army is 
worthy of the name ofa patrictforee. ‘They are not the 


more dupes of the leaders. Chey think, they reason for them- 
selves. To bribe an exalted raseal, is not to destrova 


Spanish corps. though if may disorder its organization. 
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They have had too much experience of an absolute King, 
t> imitate the silly Portuguese ! 

The saying of Lafayette, that “ for a nation to be free, 
it is sufficient that she wiils it,’’ does not carry tue idea of 
national power so far as the truth will warrant. It is not 
only true that nations may be free if they choose to be so, 
but they cannot be enslaved while they hase any disposi- 
tiOn to resist those who would enslave them. William the 
Conqueror, who destroyed the English constitution, and 
enslaved the English nation, could not have maintained 
himself in England three months, had the inhabitants 
been but true to themselves; although, as it was, a 
haudful of banditti were sufficient to conquer the country 
ina few days. Spain has taugiit France another lesson : 
and shewn her that the force which may be strong enough 
to enchain the body cannot enthral the mind. 

Do not mistake me to say that the French have no 
friends in Spain. ‘There are fools and knaves in all coun- 
tries: and Spain may have her fuil share of them. ‘There 
are peopie so siupid as to believe that a tyrant King is as 
essential to the prosperity of a state, as the light of the 
sun, and the changes of the seasons, to the production 
and ripening of grain. Vhere are people who think the in- 
quisition a pillar of the true faith: and who would sacrifice 
themselves to its restoration. All the preyers upon the 
industry, all the imposers upon the ignorance of others, 
hate the light which revolutions throw upon their nefarious 
practices ; and are always ready to lend a hand to smother 
the light which they abhor. Thus the French find a few 
fawning knaves, and credulous fools to weicome them as 
deliverers ;—and the Duke of Angouleme calls this despi- 
cable crew, the true representatives of Spain! 

The French have also found other allics of the same 
reputable description :— 

A movement ii favour of the projects of the Holy Alk- 
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ance has been made in Ceuta. It was attempted, very 
naturally by the galley slaves, and though it failed, an‘ 
sent the ringleaders to their fate, it deserves to be record- 
ed to their honour, that they proclaimed their wish to 
have an absolute king. Poor devils! one would have 
thought that the lash had been absolute enough for them ! 
When the French get Ceuta, they will, no doubt, erect 
a monument to the memory of their unfortunale Alhes! 
The outcast criminal, and the despotic oppressor, are 
sworn brothers. ‘ihe French army is buta sort of banditti. 
The cavalry are highwaymen, and the infantry footpads, 
Prince Hilt is but a Royal Captain Macheath ; nor has he 
an officer in his army half so respectable as the Scotch 
Rob Roy, or the Yorkshire Turpin. Certain greater per- 
sonages are only Peachems and Lockits in high life; and 
the feelings of the galley slaves in their favour was quite 
sympathetic, and does equal honor to all parties. 

While however, the French succeed but so indifie- 
rently in Spain, their natural levity induces them 
to make the most, if not the best of every thing. 
Their bulletins are as amusing as ever. One of 
them says, the Prince de Carignan, (who displayed pro- 
digies of valour against the sortie from Cadiz) was “ nearly 
kitled ;’’ as a ‘* cannon ball fell but a few feet from him.”’ 
Of course, he must have been “ nearly killed”’ with the 
‘< fright ;”’ for, as far as any bodily hurt was cove ‘rned, 
he was as safe as if it had fallen, fifty miles from him ! 
The Etoile very gravely announces, that ‘news of the 
greatest importance had arrived from Cadiz ;° ouly they 
‘did not know what it was!’ But the following para- 
graph from the Quotidienne, relative to the combat be- 
fore Cadiz, surpasses every thing in the Bobadil-style we 
have read for many years .—‘‘ Our oldest officers say that 
the French soldicry never shewed more courage and more 
ardour than on the 16th.—Several soldiers threw them- 

selves into the sea, and endeavoured to hold with their 
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hands the boats in which the remnants of the rebel army 
sought to escape: many of them did not let go their 
grasps until their hands were cut off; some had jumped 
into the boats, and were even removed to Cadiz.’’ 

French letters from Seville, tell us that “ the ramparts 
“ (of Cadiz )are in bad condition, without artillery, without 
“ ammunition :”’ that “ confusion reigns in the interior: 
‘‘and that the population is discontented.””’ What, then 
keeps the French out? Why do they not march over the 
destitute ramparts and liberate the King? Are they such 
despicable cowards as to fear the clenched hands of the 
Members of the Cortes would drive them over the ramparts 
into the waves 4 

Letters from Bayonne announce that “ the siege of Pam- 
“ peluna will not long be delayed.’ Why, Heaven help 
us! people thought it had begun three long months ago! 

Another French account says Cadiz will surrender on 
the “ approach of any imminent danger.’’ This is one 
way of slily informing us, that no danger has approached 
it yet. Are these idle boasters, these palpable fabricators 
of baseless delusions, of the same race which, under the 
eagles of Napoleon, over-ran the Continent of Europe ? 
I feel more pity for their degeneracy, than even con- 
tempt for their vanity. 

These matters are, however, but trifling, compared with 
a most shocking attempt to scare the French commander 
out of the little wits he has left. He is a great favourite 
of Heaven—that is certain—or he would have been decd 
long ago. Why, he had but just, as it were, put his foot 
into Spain, when a cannon-ball passed through a wooden 
hut, behind which he had placed himself to take a peep at 
something, which he called reconnoitering : and if he had 
not left the spot before the ball came, he must have been 
killed, or wounded. Well, he has now had evena greater 
escape than that. A fire has occurred at a chapel 
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in Madrid; aud the French papers afford room to believe 
that it was the work of an incendiary, and part of plot 
for the murder of the Duke d’Angouleme. Of course this 
news affects our Ultras with great horror; because, al- 
though they are quite willing that the Duke and his Ban- 
ditti should murder the Spaniards by thousands, or tens o! 
thousands ; yet their nerves are so very sensitive, that the 
least danger to the Chief of the French horde affects them 
almost as much as it does the great Prince himself. Hav- 
ing no such rega d for him, | care not whether the fire 
were designed, or accidcntal ; for, certainly, any Spamard 
had a far greater right to destroy a Spanish edifice, than 
this Duke tas to pollute a Spanish chapel by his sangui- 
nary presence. ‘lhe very idea of such a man as the leader 
of a band of ruffians to acts of unprovoked murder, and 
unauthorised desolation on the false preteace of war— 
2oing to hear mass, and to raise his bloody hands in moek- 
ery of the God of peace and good will towards his crea- 
tures, appears to me so monstrous, as almost (but that the 
age of religious miracles has passed away) to warrant the 
idea that the Omnipotent wouid blast such hypocrisy with 
ais own lightuing! The affair of the fire, as far as |] 
have gathered, scems to have been contrived by some wag, 
who entertained the idea that Prince Hilt might be frigh- 
tened to death, and the capital of Spain be thus easily de- 
livered from his presence. A French editor coneludes his 
account of the matter thus ludicrously :—* if ins Royal 
Highness had been five minutes later in leaving his hotel, 


ste 


or if the Priest, in saying Mass * * * *—What a horror! 
Whata catastrophe! The imagimation shudders at the 
idea : the pen refuses to trace it.’’ Bravo ! bravo! very well 
said ! Why, if his Royal Highness had been delayed long 
enough—to smell the fire—he might have fainted away : 
and the Priest might have had to take him on his shoulders 


to his hotel. 


wer nee 


ROMO Re PT ete * 


) Sem 





THE BLACK DWARF. 


A number of people tiave been arrested upon this mat- 
ter. The church was quite crowded ; and all who did not 
faint are suspected of having been ir the plot : which itis 
said was contrived by a Guerilla leader, called the Empe- 
cinado ; who being well aware of the delicacy of the 
nerves of this celebrated Prince Hilt, or Prince Poste: vor, 
took this method of smoking him out, or frightening him 
home. The next arrivals told us that the trick had suc- 
ceeded so faras to induce this mighty commander to set off 
for Seville ; but I have not yet learnt whether he has ac- 
tually left Madrid. Of Ferdinand | can tell thee but lit- 
tle. He is kept very close by his present masters. ‘The 
following are the only particulars I have learnt of him 
lately ; except that the Cortes have given the French the 
consoling assurance that they will “ engulph thcmselves 
and the Monarchy in the bay of Cadiz, if they have no 
other means of preventing the success of the invacers.”’— 
This is a glorious idea ; and I trust will be carried into 
execution if necessary. The world wants a brilliant ex” 
ample or two of the best means of disposing of a despot. 

“ The King and the Royal Family are confined in the c- 
devant Custom-house of Cadiz. His Majesty is perfectly 
his own master as far as relates to any excursions he may 
be inclined to make within the walls of the city: but in 
wishing to impress people with the idea that he is a pri- 
soner, he has not left the house since his removal—at 
about six he is always to be seen with his brother on the 
roof of the house—sometimes he is joined by tke other 
members of his family. On dit, that he is actively engaged 
on a new petticoat for the Virgin Mary, who is the pro- 
tectress of Cadiz,which is likely to outvie a! his other per- 
formances, both in the brilliancy of pattern and neatness of 
execvtion. Atthe time I had the honor of seeing him he 
was entertaining himself with the equally king-like pur- 
suit of kile-flying. He is said to take every possible op- 
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portunity of annoying his Ministers in the most unmanly 

manner ; issuing his commands to them in the most brutal 

language, and if he cannot by this sueceed in making them 

change their resolutions, there is no subterfuge, however 

mean, or any trick, however dishonourable, that he will 

not resort to inthe furtherance of lis ends. Considering — 
the committed state in which the whole of the Members of 
the Cortes find themselves, and knowing that their pro- 

scriptions proceded from the personage they have at their 
mercy, it must be confessed by all partics that they have 
shown more moderation than many other bodies similarly 
circumstanced might have done on a iike oeeasion. For- 
bearance such as this may, however, be exhausted.” 

One very amusing piece of politicai information has 
reached here dur ng the past week. The French have torgot 
the English flag at sea! What would the shade of Nelson 
say tothis? What will the prescnt race of Exgiishmen 
say fo it Franee is pretending to blockade Cadiz.— 
France blockading a port by sea ts of itself a curiosity.— 
The like has not happened hardly this century bi fore ; so 
however, itis. France has a coupte of half-manned line 
of battle-ships, and two or three frigates in the same con- 
dition ; and with these, about one-tenth of the foree that 
would be requisite for the purpose, she is making believe 
to blockade Cadiz. An English national ship, the Dwarf 
cutter, was leaving the harbour, and was FIRED AT. The 
English commander lowered his Loat, ard sent an officer 
to demand an explanation! ‘Che French Captain gave it 

by saying that be did not know it was e naticral vessel, 
though the pendant and ensign of this country were flying 
at the period. If f were an Englishman, in verity [should 
say the French stood in necd of a few rm petitions of those 
lessons which they have been accustomed to receive or 
this topic. Nelson is dead ; but Cochrane is living ; oaly 


that this wise country has allowed him to seek another 
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service, While Frauce proclaims she has forgotten the En- 
GLISH FLAG! If this had happened to the obscure flag 
of aminor state, it would have been deemed matter for 
mortal arbitrement ; but being only an insult addressed to 
the flag of the first nation in the world, it may be passed 
over without notice. it isonly another cringe of the English 
minister to the Bourbon; only another rap upon the lruckle- 
bed of modern honor, for Mr. Canning to take. Heisso 
weary of being compelled to stand erect against Lord Fotk- 
stone, thathe must lie down before M. Chateaubriand. The 
Bourbons, notwithstanding, must not go too far, and mis- 
take Mr. Canning for the people. He is only the little 
spaniel in the Lon’s cage, aud it will be a sad mistake to 
offer to the lion the indignities which the spauiel must put 
put up with. Thy friend and well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARE. 

P.S8.I have bees: amusing myself in the lack of more momentous 
matter, in these quiet times, by taking a peep at the theatres.— 
They are insututions, thou knowest, intended to reflect the face o! 
nature; but nature never had such features as stage-managers 
often mask her in. [Ip all ignorant countries a taste for the marvel/ous 
prevails. They call themselves enlightened here; but they hav 
this stamp mark of ignorance upon them. They all love the marvel- 
ous. Ghosts, and spectres, and devils are in as great repnte (here 
es in Japan. <A writer, with whom | have picked up an acquaint: 
ance, thus describes a new entertainment which bas been produced 
to please this pleople. 

We are fearful the taste for the marvellous is comitg upon the 
inanagers of our theatres again; and that inaddition to the ordinn- 
ry “blue devils” of the vext gloomy November, we shai have fends 
of all hves dancing before our eyes, without any consideration tor 
our nerves. The Cobourg led the waywith « vampyre story, called 
“Walburg, the Victim, and Melmoth, the Wanderer :" in which 
itturned out that Walbure was the wanderer, and Melinoth the 
victim ; but let that pass. The manager of the English Opera 
House has outdone all former exploitsin the horrible. Devils rea- 


dy made to his hands, and fiends of established reputation woud 
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ut suit his turn. So he had one expressly made tor the occasion, 


which he had not time even to have christened, and therefore an- 





nounces that is played by Mr. T. P. Cooke. ‘The piece is 
called “ Presumption.” The story is taken from anovel, by Mrs. 
Shelley; who, dissatisfied with the ordinary means of introducing 
men into the world, sets Frankenstein upon the task of making a 
man atonce! She does not furnish him with the best materials, 
for she sends him to the corruption of the grave to look tor the 
principles of life; asif that which had lett the body before the 
process of putrefaction began, was likely to be found there 
after the decomposition of the mertal corpse. The authoress 
however had the business in her own hands ; and by putung together 
the largest and finest bones he could find, and covering them we 
suppose by flaying the most recently deceased body ; borrowing the 
whitest teeth, and the longest and blackest hair, with the super- 
addition of some secret process wisely transacted behind the scenes, 
(lest other ladies should grow enamoured of the new process of 
man-making,and every boarding-school miss set abont making a lover 
for herself) a sort of non-deseript devil is produced, from which the 
poor frightened Vrankenste in shrinks with as much horror as other 
people, Not baving succeeded to his hing, nor having the fear of 
being hanged for murder before his eves, he tries to kill his fien¢- 
baby; but the latter istoo strong for him, and snaps tke sword 
asunder. It is then discovered that this terrible Demon is so stu- 
pid that he does not know fire will burn, though introduced to thi 
world in the midst of a strorg sulphureous blaze ; and he actually 
puts his silly fingers under a gypsey’s kettle. To this period he is very 
vood humoured ; capers to muzic with great delight ; replaces the 
violets in an old man’s flower pot: and does the work of a young 
one, by fetching in a large bundle -of faggots. He saves a lady 
from drowning ; but on her screaming at the horrible aspect of 
her deliverer, her brother sheots at Lim ; and puts him in his firs¢ 
passion, which he gratifies by making use of his new ly acquired 
knowledge that tire would burn, and setting the house ina blaze.— 


! 


The parties all luckily escape ; but the demon now becomes « d 


emon 
indeed. Ile runs off with Frankenstein’s hrother, and 


“ 


shoots th ( 


lady he had betore saved ; and finally, in a desperate combat with 


Frankenstein himself, he is buried with him under. or rather behind 


what the plav-bills call an avalanche of snow 
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Art thou not delighted with this. LIassure tnee it was a favourite 
here with both the galleries and the boxes. The pit did not relish 
itso much. The devil was not one of their favourite fiends; and 
this has helped to save the reputation of the town, by the with- 
drawing of the piece. Yet I assure thee it was much praised by 
the /earned, and much applauded by the million! T will send thee 
out acopy, which thou mayest translate for the amusement of the 


Japanese. Again adieu. 





Mr. HUNT. 


[t would be an unpardonable offence to the witty au- 
thors of a joke attempted to be played off upou Mr. Hunt, 
at Chester, by some loyal and religious parties to omit tho 
following notice of the transaction from the Chesler Guar- 
dian :— 





We mentioned in our last that Mr. Henry Hunt had = ar- 
rived in Chester, on a visitto Mr. Harrison, a prisoner in our 
castle. It was, it scems, a visit of charity, Mr. {Hunt being the 
bearer of subscriptions raised in Birmingham, for the prisoner’s 
relief. The last Chester Chronicle is in ecstacics that the oppor- 
tunity was seized by a party of tradesmen who met together at the 
King’s Arms Kitchen (more commonly called “ Mother Hall's) t 
decoy Mr. Hunt into their goodly company, for the purpose of 
insulting him. <A letter was written as fr ma party of Reformers, 
requesting the honour of his company ; and this not answering the 
purpose, a second letter, still more urgent, was dispatched, which 
Mr. Hunt, in his ignorance of the choice spirits of Mother Hall’s, 
good naturedly acceded te..4 Upon his arrival, the gentlemen of 
Mother Hall’s commenced; their sport,:and proceeded to heap the 
grossest insults upon the guest they had so importunately invited. 
The details of this gentlemanly transaction are given quite con 
amore in the Chronicle, pretty much asone might expect, where 
the hero becomes the reciter of his own glory. There is, however, 
ene portion of the tale untold, of infinite relish, and showing the 
hnish of this exquisite joke. Mr. Hunt having withdrawn from 


the assembled wits of the kitchen, returned to the Albion, and 


retired to his own reem, into which he was presently pursued by 
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ene of the kitcheners, and assailed by the most loyal vituperations. 
As it happens that Mr. Uunt is under recognizauces to a large 
amount to keep the peace, his reply to this spirited attack from 
the master of Mother Hall's ceremonies, was an appeal to the bell, 
and a request to the in-coming landlord to clear his room of intru- 
ders.—This was accordiagly accomplished !—If any one should be 
inclined to quote this transaction as a specimen of the spirit of 
Chester, we beg they will add that, out of Mother Hall’s, not a 
single individual, of any sect of party, has been found to speak of 
the outrage without eoutempt and disgust. We must not omit to 
add, that so far was Mr. Hunt from wishing to obtrude himself 
upon the notice of the people of Chester, that he had taken his 


place in the cozch in a feigned name, to escape observation.— 





SRE CER OR A a eee oe oY es] 


_~ 


‘LOGGING OF WORKMEN. 





We have been inthe habit lately of receiving such state- 
ments from the netghbourhood of Leeds, that we are not 
easily surprised at anything, however dreadful, from that 
quarter. But we were so much astonished at an account 
which reached us last week. that we hardly could find pa- 
tience to sit down to comment upon the transaction. The 
loging of soldiers has justly excited the deep indignation 
of our best patriots, and of all fricn is to humanity : and 
thanks to their exertion, the practice has been materially 
diminished. But if flogging is av:ominable when applied 
to those who have subjected themselves to military disci- 
pline, what shall we say to a brace of magistrates order- 
ing the flesh of a workman to be torn from his bones, on 
the complaint of his employer that he neglected his wor k 
What will Mr. Wilberforce say to this. We know he has 
strong nerves for domestic abuses. The tortare of children 
in our manufactories ; the daily murders by famine in Ire- 
land: the hanging of children for mere frauds in the me- 
tropolis ; and the destruction of such helpless beings as 


Maria Sledding—move not his patriot eloquence to any 
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exertion. Such mattersare beneath the notice of one wis 
is eager to emancipate the negro from the LASH. But 
here is the LASH, the very lash for him at home. Here 
is a free-born Englishman, o dered to the whipping-post, 
for leaving his work for a few hours: although it appears 
that he was only paid for the time he laboured ; and that 
his absence did not injare the slightest interest of hisem- 
ployers. We have but space fora brief abstract of the 
case, and can now offer but hitle comment; but we do 
not mean to lose sight of the parties. Verily they shall 
have their reward in due time. The following statement 
of the case appeared in the Leeds Mereury, onthe 3ist 
of May last; but it then escaped our notice ; and does not 
seem to have been thovrght worthy of a single comment 
In any other quarter :— 

To the Editor of the Leeds Mercury. 

“ Sometime in February last, John Mainwaring, machine- 
maker, was engaged at Messrs. Stansfeld, Briggs, and 
Stansfeid’s, forone year. Uy the agreement, Mainwaring 
might have been discharged, upon recciving one month’s 
notice from his employers. On the forenoon of a Monday 
in April, he with several others, was absent from his em- 
ploymenta few hours. ‘\ hile absent, he was served with 
& magistrate’s summons, to answer a charge by his em- 
ployers, of being guilty of negiecting and refusing to at- 
tend his employment, &c. He attended at the Leeds 
Court House, and having admitted being absent, was not 
aliowed to make any defence against the other charges : 
but was, by the Mayor and Mr. ‘Tennant, committed to t' e 
House of Correction for fourteen days, and ordered to tbe 
PRIVATELY FLOGGED. The term of his imprisonment 
expired, and the latter part of the sentence was executed 
with such SEVERITY that he mast carry the MARGSS to 
his GRAVE. 


' . . ’ ‘ Lie | 
As itis not generally known among workmen, that toc 


- 


—_-- 
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emplover can imprison and flcg his servant for negleet of 


j XY" c>} ‘ -o}] " saey et YY} . ~~ t? —— 
work, 1¢ would be well to learn, Ist, Whether employers 


8 : 3 ‘ . i ; ‘ , “yey i st . , } . : - . 

have this power by law ? and if so, whether it be not es- 

sential fo have tnese speeies of home siaverv eradicated : 
a > 


ee T 4 , t H ‘ ’ L, s 4 “rr ‘ x’ Ye “1? . +1 ‘ 
2dly, ifithey have not the powers, what steps can the injured 
take to procure redress ? 


4 


Attosted by JouH~ MAINWARING.” 


We have before us a more detailed statement, which 


' 
Wwe TO lay hb-fore orr reade*s. ‘rom this it would 
appear, that to “ STRAP the WEAVERS” was a 
tinding custom in the manufactory, SPRAPS having 


been provided for tie parpose. We must inquire whether 
e men, or the women, or the children, or all of them, 
without distinction of age or sex, came tn for the LASH: 
—but in the mean time to answer the questions addressed 


Le: ds Mere fe y. 


to the cditor of the 

Kirst, there is no law in Engiand which authorises ma- 
gistrates to order workmen to be flogged for any negleel 
ofduty. ‘The thing isa monstrous usurpation of the arbi- 
trary power of the sluve driver, for which the parties are 
liable to be called into a conrt of juctice, and be most 
soundly punished. We have before had occasion to remark 
upon the profowni ignorance, or audacious contempt of the 
law, on the part of the magistrates. It Is truly shocking 
to see such men entrusted with the power to do so 
much wrong; and in this case if the two offenders 
were shipped off to the East Indies to breakfast, dine, 
and sup off the lash, for a month or two, we are 
not among those who would be sorry forthem. As to the 
means of obtaining redress, the only steps to be taken, are to 
move for a criminal information against the precious magis- 
trates,or to bring an action against them for the injury sus- 
tained. A London jury, if the case could be brought before 
them, (and perhaps it might) would teach the mayor and 


,° } ' ; ,. an .onr e 
his comrade. that the flesh of Enolishmen was not to be 








212 THE BLACK DWARY. 


lacerated in this manner, with impunity. The opinion of 
some counsel ought to be immediately taken ; and mea- 
sures adopted to bring it before a London tribunal in the 
ensuing term. If these men are net stopped in their 
career, Others may go on from closing the doors of the 
courts, and ordering men to be FLOGGED, to secret 
torture, and private executions! Whois to know where 
the, willstop? Insome cases a PRIVATE FLOGGING 
might produce DEATH—and what would this be but 
SECAE.T —! And be it borne in mind, this 


secret fogging is not ordered by any tribunal—there is no 





trial, not even before a bench of magistrates—no jury-— 
no witnesses examined—the accused is not even jpermiited 
lo speak, but two magistrates order him to be imprisoned 
for fourteen days, and to be privately flogged! what more 
detestable, what more horrible tyranny than this can there 
exist in Algiers? We can hardly believe the matter, 
though the meagre outline is in print before our eyes. 
We will try to sleep upon the matter; and then Mester 
Mayor, and Mister othcr Magistrates, we will try our 


patience again, with a Little more reflection on its horrors. 


Copu of a Statement forwarded to the ditor.. 


At atime’ when we are called upon to unite our endea- 
vours In behalfof the West India slaves, | submit the fol- 
lowing statement of transactions which took place at a 
manufactory'in the middie of Yorkshire, to the attention 
of the public. About twelve months azo a manufactory 
was begun by Stausfeld, Brizgs, and Stansfeld, at Bur- 
ley, near Leeds, for weaving stuff goods by power. ‘They 
ordered 2 small quantity of machinery of Mr. Isaae Rippoc, 
and Roberts, Hill and Co. maclhine-makers, Manchester, 
and by this contrivance getting models and patteras of the 
machinery they wanted, at a small expense, they hired a 


number of jonrseymeon machice-makers to make the rest 


a — 








— 
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upon the premises under the direction of one Pritchard, a 
mill-wright. The greatest number of the machine-makers 
and overlookers with their children were hired for a year, 
by agreement, written by Mr. T. Stansfeld (formerly an 
officer in the Militia) the acting partner and manager.— 
By these agreements the weekly wages for themselves 
and children were stated, although bound for a year Mr. 
Stansfeld might at any time discharge them and their chil 

dren upon giving a month’s notice or wages; and they 
were bound under a penalty of 20 to 2001. not to do any 
thing for themselves or others, or instruct others in weav- 
ing worsted by power, for a year after being discharged. 
The overlookers were prohibited from punishing or exer- 
cising any authority over the children under their charge, 
and had orders to report any who behaved amiss to Wm. 
Baraclough, (a sort of inferior manager) who was to re- 
portto Mr. Stansfeld, who proposed to reward those who 
did their work properly, and were not reported for miscon- 
duct, by allowing a small bounty upon their work, which 
he would take care to place in the saving bank for them, 
and punish those who were complained of by witholding 
this bounty. The overlookers also had orders not to be 
guilty of swearing upon pain of being discharged, in order 
that the morals of the children might not be corrupted, 
and an overlooker was actually served with a magistrate’s 
summons, charging him with swearing one oath. Many 
thought that Mr. Stansfeld acted from motives of pure 
benevolence, although it was remarked that he did not 
give so much wages (bounties included) as was given 
at other power weaving places. Shortly after this Mr. 
Stansfeld began to appear in another character; the over- 
lookers had orders to provide themselves with a leather 
strap and strike the weavers as they thought fit, being re- 
peatedly encouraged to strike severely. 


About this time John Mainwaring, one of the machine 
No. 6. Vol. XI. 
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makers, and hired by agreement, as above stated, was re- 
primanded in the most haughty manner by Mr. Stanfeld 
for drawing plans from the models obtained from Man- 
chester. Mainwaring admitted having measured their 
models, and said he understood from Mr. Stansfeld him- 
self, when heengaged him, that he was not by his agreement 
debarred from making any thing for the linen or cotton 
business ; that he thought it right to gain all the infor- 
mation he could, and if Mr. Stansfeld was any way dissa- 
tisfied with his conduct, he was ready to leave his employ- 
ment instantly, without claiming a month’s notice. Main- 
waring was reprimanded for insolence, and ordered to his 
work. About a month after this, Mr. Stansfeld took an 
apprentice for three years in place of seven, to be instructed 
by the machine makers—this they considered an infringe- 
ment upon their rights, as it tended to multiply machine 
makers so quickly as to render their business useless.— 
Besides which thcy did not consider themselves bound by 
their agreements to teach apprentices for Mr. Stanfeld’s 
sole advantage, but to do the work themselves. They 
agreed to represent their case to Mr. Stansfeld, and deputed 
Mainwaring to act as spokesman for himself and the rest. 
As soon as Mainwaring began to represent their case, Mr. 
Stansfeld cut him short by saying he should hear any of the 
rest, but as for Mainwaring he should not hear him speak : 
—another stepped forward and was heard, and Mr. Stans- 
feld was pleased to say that their grievances should be 
redressed. 

Pleased with such an amicable arrangement the men 
called at a public house on their return to the factory, 
where they stopt three or four hours. Let it be observed 
that an account was always taken of the time the men 
were at work ; and, when the week was ended, a deduc- 
tion was made from their wages in proportion to the time 
each man had been absent. During the short time they 
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were absent, Maimwaring (and he only) was served with 
a magistrate’s summons, charging him with divers misde- 
meanors ; neglecting and refusing to attend to his employ- 
ment, &c.—Mainwaring noi being able to comprehend the 
import of the charge, applied to Mr. Stansfeld for an 
explanation, but this was refused. On the day mentioned 
in the summons Mainwaring observed, that Mr. Stansfeld 
and the mayor had a long private conversation ; after 
which being called before Mr. Sadler the mayor and Mr. 
Tennant, one of the Leeds magistrates, Mr. Stansfeld 
and Pritchard both positively swore ‘“‘ to Mainwaring neg- 
lecting and refusing to attend to his employment—that he 
was in the habit of doing this repeatedly and to their dis- 
advantage.’’ Mainwaring was then called upon for his de- 
fence. Mainwaring stated that he was nat aware of having 
committed any crime, and as to the div ers misdemeanors 
mentioned in the charge he utterly denied having been 
guilty of one, save that of having been absent a few hours 
along with his fellow workmen :—That as to having re- 
fused to attend to his work he defied either Mr. Stansfeld 
o¢ Pritchard to prove any thing of the sort, and so far 
from its being true that they had been injured by his ab- 
sence, he actually declared that he had an accumulation 
of work done in his particular department, which would 
employ the rest of the workmen full three months. The 
mayor said that having admitted being absent he in effect 
pleaded guilty to the whole charge. But perhaps Mr. Stans- 
field might upon his asking pardon be induced to forgive 
him, said Mr. Tennant. Here Mr. Stansfeld said, he wished 
to make an example of Mainwaring. The mayor then told 
Mainwaring there was something else against him ; Main- 
waring requested to know what this something else was; 
—but was informed it would be improper to mention it 
there, as it was a case to which the jurisdiction of the 
magistrate did notextend; all they had now to do with 
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the subject was to commit him to Wakefield house of cor- 
rection for 14 days —Upon the question being put by Main- 
waring, the magistrates informed him that after his impri- 
sonment his engagement with Mr. Stansfeld was at an end. 
Mainwaring was then lodged inthe prison at Leeds, and a 
few days afterwards he was dragged through the most 
public streets of Leeds, handcuffed, like a common 
felon, by one of the police catchpoles, and conveyed to 
Wakefield house of correction. On the morning of his 
fourteen days confinement he was stripped, chained round 
a pillar in the house of correction with such force as to 
bring the blood from his wrists,and so severely flogged that 
he will carry the marks to his grave. His fellow work- 
men, as you may suppose, were much shocked at hearing 
of the treatment he had received, and when they consi- 
dered that they were hired to Mr. Stansfeld, and how 
ready the Leeds magistrates were to assist him, they 
thought it their duty to insert a letter in the Leeds Mer- 
cury of 31st May, signed OBSERVATOR, and attested by 
John Mainwaring, briefly stating Mainwaring’s case, and 
requesting to know through the medium of that paper if 
such a proceeding was agreeable tolaw. No answer of 
any description having appeared to this letter, they have 
now thought it adviseable to transmit to you the above 
statement, authorising you to make such alterations and 
remarks upon it as you may think proper, and request 
that you will publish it in such a way as you may think 
best calculated to prevent a repetition of so disgraceful an 
outrage. 

P.S. I forgot to mention that some time after his im- 
prisonment, Mainwaring applied to Mr. Stansfeld for a 
copy of his agreement and a month’s wages, but was in a 
stern haughty tone refused both. 


a 
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